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ART 
Offic 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
RUNDLE RETIRES AFTER 25 YEARS AT EASTERN 
CHARLESTON, IL--Could there be anything worse in the 
world than being taught in a one-room school house by your 
mother for three, long years? 
Having survived such an ordeal, Al Rundle went on to 
become a teacher himself and has worked at his craft for 36 
years, 25 of them at Eastern Illinois University. 
An Associate Professor in the Speech/Communication Department, 
Rundle has seen many changes take place at the University 
over the years. 
-more-
ADD 1/1/1/1/ RUNDLE RETIRES 
When he came to Eastern in-1963, Speech/Communication 
was in the process of splitting into three departments, Speech 
Pathology, Theatre and Speech/Communication. 
"I feel I had a strong hand in building the department, 
in developing the curriculum," comments Rundle as he prepares 
to take "early" retirement. 
Early retirement means he will still be teaching half-loads 
each fall, but will escape to warmer climates when Jack Frost 
beckons. 
Rundle started the Speech/Communication Internship Program 
at Eastern on an extra-curricular basis, and helped it grow 
into the sophisticated credit program it is today. 
He also initiated EIU's Discussion Program, which he 
proudly says was "second to none in the Nation." He has guided 
the Discussion Squad to National Recognition and one discussant 
to a National Championship. 
He also wrote the program for Eastern's popular "Listening" 
course, having been to date its only instructor. 
Rundle has noticed changes in the students sitting in 
his classrooms over the years. 
"Students in the SO's were enthusiastic and eager to 
learn whether they were getting credit for it or not," Rundle 
recalls. 
He saw negative enthusiasm dominate 60's students, but 
was more alarmed by the apathy students displayed during the 
70's. 
"In the 80's," he smiles, "I see the beginnings, the 
inklings of that SO's enthusiasm coming back." 
-more-
ADD 2/2/2/2 RUNDLE RETIRES 
Rundle stresses learning f9r learning's sake. He believes 
learning is not a means to an end, but an end in itself. 
He obtained his Masters Degree from the University of 
Denver and did extensive doctoral work at the University of 
Oklahoma. 
He has taken his interest in students on the road, traveling 
throughout Europe on Sabbatical a few years ago to establish 
student internships for the Speech/Communication Department. 
Rundle and his wife, Vesta, who works in the Board of 
Governor's Office at EIU, both enjoy traveling. They also 
have an interest in music; she is a violin instructor, and 
they attend concerts often. 
The couple has two children, a son and a daughter, and 
four grandchildren. 
Teaching each fall will keep Rundle in touch with students, 
~hich is not always a "safe" proposition. 
He recalls one incident when a student was giving a speech 
on "gun safety." After the student had spoken awhile, he 
produced a rifle, one which shoots bullets the size of a man's 
thumb and is capable of killing bears. 
The student carefully took the clip out, informing the 
class he had rendered the gun harmless while purposefully 
leaving a blank in its chamber. At a calculated point in 
his speech, he pressed the gun's trigger and it fired, scaring 
the students half to death. 
His point was there is no such thing as a "safe" gun. 
Instructor Rundle gave the student an A on his speech. 
He emphasizes, "There is only one hard and fast rule in giving 
speeches: If it makes your point, use it." 
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